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Holhngworth  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  RE  PORI 

OK  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  for  the  year  1918. 

This  year  I am  expected  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  give  a special  report  on  the  Influenza  Epidemic  of  1918. 

In  spite  of  the  curtailment  of  Food  and  severe  epidemic 
of  Influenza,  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  remarkably 


Population  for  Death  Rate 2,130 

Population  for  Birth  Rate 2,387 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 2,086 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living 15.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  20.1 


BIRTHS, 

37  Births  were  registered  in  the  District  during  1918, 
which  is  very  low. 

Of  the  37  Births  23  were  males.  14  females;  four  of 
the  Births  were  illegitimate. 


DEATHS. 


Total  number  of  Deaths  43,  of  which  number  16  were 
males,  and  27  females. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Heart  Disease  8 

Congenital  Debility 5 

Whooping  Cough  3 

Influenza 3 

Cancer  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Pneumonia 1 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  two  epidemics  during  1918.  The  first  was 


quite  mild,  and  occurred  in  July.  The  severe  type  commenced 
at  the  beginning  of  November.  There  were  three  distinct 
types. 

1.  Ordinary  Influenza  sore  throat,  headache,  pain  in 

back  and  limbs,  cough,  high  temperature. 

2.  Cases  complicated  with  Pneumonia. 

3.  Gastric  Cases  Diarrhoea  and  Sickness. 

Mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  and  nose  affected  first, 
incubation  period  24  hours.  Symptoms  comparatively  mild  in 
older  people  between  the  ages  of  40  and  60  years.  Severe  in 
individuals  between  ages  of  25  and  40  years;  less  severe  under 
25  years,  with  few  exceptions.  The  majority  of  people  who 
were  victims  of  the  July  epidemic  seemed  to  be  immune  from 
the  attack  in  November  and  December. 

COMPLICATIONS. 

1.  Epistunis  in  many  cases,  chiefly  young  people,  be- 

tween the  ages  of  4 and  17  years. 

2.  Neuritis. 

3.  Tachycardia. 

4.  Loss  of  Hair,  especially  after  Pneumonia. 


t 


PNEUMONIA. 


Chiefly  of  the  septic  type : Dyspnoea  in  very  mild  cases 
entirely  absent.  In  a few  severe  cases  violent  delirium  very 
marked.  Many  cases  of  Pneumonia  in  patients  where  you 
least  suspected  it. 

Treatment  for  Ordinary  Influenza:  Patient  immediately 
ordered  to  bed  Epsom  Salts  or  Castor  Oil,  Soda  Salicylate 
or  Aspirin,  etc. 

For  Pneumonia : Quinine,  Digitalis,  and  Strychnine  and 
Brandy,  the  last  drug  being  the  most  important. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  reported  were  as  follows : 


Pulmonary  2 

Other  types  3 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Ten  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  registered, 
two  being  illegitimate.  We  are  very  unfortunate  in  having 
such  a high  death  rate  in  infants.  I should  like  to  point  out 
that  the  causes  of  death  certified  were 

4 Premature  Birth,  and  3 from  Congenital  Causes. 

Four  cases  died  when  only  one  to  five  days  old. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A mild  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  January  and 
February.  49  Cases  were  reported  two  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  both  very  mild. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  17  Dairies  and  17  Cowsheds  in  the  District, 
but  no  Milkshops. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Supply  has  been  good,  considering  there  has  been  a 
diminished  supply,  but  Nursing  Mothers,  Children,  and  In- 
valids have  been  well  looked  after. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Your  District  lias  a very  satisfactory  Water  Supply. 
Analysis  has  repeatedly  shown  it  to  be  of  exceptional  purity. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  and  conditions  of  the  Council 
Elementary  School  are  satisfactory. 

The  School  was  closed  for  one  month  on  July  3rd,  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  Influenza.  The  Infant  Department  was 
again  closed  from  18th  of  November  to  6th  of  December,  ow- 
ing to  the  second  epidemic  of  Influenza. 

MIDWIVES’  ACT. 

This  district  is  very  badly  supplied  with  Midwives,  and 
now,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  1 regret  to  have  to 
record  the  death  of  the  sole  remaining  Midwife.  I have 
written  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  matter, 
and  I am  hoping  something  will  be  done  soon. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Obediently, 


R.  POMERET  WYEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances  Report. 


Sir 


Hollingworth, 

July  3rd,  1919. 


1 beg  herewith  to  hand  you  my  Annual  Report  as  In- 
spector of  Nuisances  for  the  Urban  District  of  Hollingworth. 


Owing  to  the  War,  no  inspections  have  been  made 
under  the  Housing  Town  Planning  Act. 


During  the  year  many  nuisances  have  been  inspected 
and  reported  upon.  Twenty  notices  to  abate  nuisances 
caused  by  Stopped  Drains,  Insanitary  Closets,  Ashpits,  and 
defective  Pails,  have  been  served  upon  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty ; these  nuisances  have  all  been  abated. 


Several  visits  have  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district.  Many  of  these  visits 
were  in  company  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Whenever  any  san- 
itary defects  were  found  they  were  pointed  out  to  the  manage- 
ment and  have  been  remedied.  The  means  of  escape  in  case 
or  Fire  at  the  Factories  has  had  my  special  attention,  and 
appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

Visits  has  been  made  to  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  I 
find  these  are  generally  kept  clean,  and  in  good  order.  There 
are  Seventeen  Dairies  in  the  district,  and  no  Milkshops.  The 
Farmers  dispose  of  their  Milk  and  other  produce  in  the  imme- 
diate and  surrounding  district. 

There  are  Six  Factories  in  the  district,  viz.,  three  Cot- 
ton Mills,,  one  Bleaching  Works,  one  Engraving  Works,  and 
one  Gasworks. 


There  are  twenty-four  Workshops,  including  Confec- 
tioners, where  pastry  is  made  for  sale. 

The  Registered  Slaughterhouses  have  been  frequently 
inspected.  They  are  generally  kept  clean,  and  in  good  order. 

All  premises  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred 
have  been  fumigated,  on  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  gratuitously. 

The  Inspectors  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  have  paid 
many  visits  to  the  Outfall  Works.  Five  samples  of  the  effluent 
have  been  taken,  and  reported  upon  as  good  effluents. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  Roads  and  Streets  has  had  my 
special  attention  during  the  year. 

The  approximate  of  Ashpits,  Pails,  Bins  etc.,  are  as 


follows : — 

Midden  Privies 206 

Dry  Ashpits 170 

Pail  Closets 130 

Dust  Bins 55 

Waste  Water  Closets 54 

Town’s  Water  Closets 59 


Owing  to  the  War,  Scarcity  of  Material,  and  Labour, 
the  roads  have  not  been  Tar  Sprayed  during  the  year  1918, 
but  we  have  a definite  promise  that  this  desirable  improvement 
will  be  carried  out  this  year. 


I am,  sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  PITT. 


Dr.  R.  P.  Wylde, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Urban  District  of  Hollingworth. 
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